
What To Do If You Find Termites in The 

Property You Are Renting  

 
 

 

Any kind of pest in the home is bad news. Whether you are dealing with rodents or insects, pests 

have the potential to cause serious problems in the home. Some pests will make your home 

unsanitary as well as contaminate your food. Others pose a danger to the physical structures of 

the building. 

 

Termites belong in the second category of pests. Termites are pale-colored, soft-bodied insects 

that live in colonies and feed on wood. They are notorious for their ability to do massive damage 

to trees and timber. If they find their way into your home every item of wood is in danger of 

being destroyed. 

 



Termites will bore holes into the wooden components of a building and undermine its structural 

integrity. They will also damage furniture and décor items that are made of wood. If you find 

termites or evidence of termites in your home, you should take immediate action to get rid of the 

insects. 

 

But what if the home in question is a rental property and you are only a tenant, what should you 

do? Does your landlord have an obligation to get rid of the termites or is this part of your 

responsibility as a tenant? What should a tenant do if there are termites in their rented home? 

 

Who is responsible for removing termites in a rental home? 

 
As a rule, landlords are responsible for all pest control in a rental property. Before the owner of a 

rental can lease their property to a tenant, they are expected to do everything to ensure the 

livability of that home. A home is livable when it is safe, pest-free, and has the basic amenities 

required in a home. 

 

https://www.peakresidential.com/landlord-tenant-law-california
https://www.peakresidential.com/landlord-tenant-law-california


The idea of a landlord making their rental property habitable before handing it over to a tenant is 

known as the warranty of habitability. Landlords are not only required to make a rental habitable 

before leasing it out, but they are also expected to keep the home habitable throughout the 

duration of the lease. 

 

The presence of termites in a rental home invalidates the landlord’s warranty of habitability 

because termites endanger tenants and their belongings. This is why it is your landlord’s 

responsibility to remove termites from your rented home. These are the steps you should take to 

ensure your landlord does this. 

 

What to do if you find termites in a property you are renting 

 
 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/iwoh.asp


How do you know that there are termites in the home? The most common telltale signs of 

termites in a rental property are pinholes in the drywall or wooden structures (often with very 

fine dust near the holes) and flying insects swarming around the home (particularly at night). 

 

If you notice any of these signs, contact your landlord immediately, by phone and in writing. Do 

this whether you found a lone termite in the home or an entire swarm around the property. If you 

fail to notify the landlord of the problem, you may become liable for any termite damage that 

happens. 

 

Most landlords will respond by acting immediately. This is because termites are as much a threat 

to the landlord’s property as they are a threat to your belongings. Termites can weaken a building 

and make it collapse. What can you expect when termites are being exterminated from the 

rental? 

 

How termite treatment works 

 
 

The process of removing termites from a home is known as “tenting.” The entire house must be 

enveloped in large sheets of plastic while insecticides are pumped into the building. During this 

process, neither humans nor pets are allowed to remain inside the building. You must relocate 

temporarily. 

 

Typically, the landlord will bear all or some of your relocation costs. How the landlord does this 

is not predetermined by law. Your landlord may find a modest hotel where you will stay until 

pest extermination is completed. The landlord may also suspend the rent for the duration of your 

relocation. 



 

A good way to cover the cost of relocation is to work with the property owner to find a nearby 

hotel that is the same quality as the home you are renting, including the cost of eating out. This 

ensures that you are not shortchanged, and your landlord does not feel that he or she is being 

taken advantage of. 

 

Can tenants be responsible for the cost of pest control? 

Under certain circumstances, tenants may be required to cover the cost of removing termites 

from a rental property. This usually happens when the landlord can prove that the tenant’s living 

conditions are what is drawing the insects to the property. 

 

Termites are attracted to places that are dark, warm, and moist. If the exterminator, after 

inspecting the property, determines that you are creating conditions that make the home 

conducive to termites, you will be required to pay for the extermination. 

https://newmiddleclassdad.com/property-management-team/

